Suction purpura.
Purpuric eruptions due to local mechanical causes are commonly seen, particularly in children. These eruptions are not always recognized as isolated purpura, and the patient may be submitted to an unnecessary extensive hematologic workup. We present various causes of suction purpura and outline a logical investigational approach. Suction purpura result from an external force exerting negative pressure on a circumscribed area of the skin, producing small grouped petechiae. We present a number of such suction purpura-causing mechanisms: Pressure during the delivery of a neonate, children's habits or play activities, and iatrogenic causes produce similar cutaneous lesions. We also describe the gas mask suction purpura for the first time. Once the causative factor is established, there is no need for further investigation or treatment of suction purpura. The lesions will fade completely within a few days.